
Ardevaz College
A Swiss Private School



In August 1979 when Philippe Moulin established a private school in
Valais, his objective was to offer the opportunity for students to receive
a high quality education which open their horizons and the gateways to
the world .

Thirty years and 3õ000graduates later, Ardevaz stands out asone of the
best educational facilities in Switzerland . Its well earned reputation for
excellence has been built on a solid belief that students require
individual attention and encouragement.

Ardevaz focuses on the studentõsneeds and progression, thanks to a
traditional approach to studies which is built on motivation, respectand
hard work . These principles have led to our studentõsrecognized and
continued successes.

The school prides itself on creating a strong family -like atmosphere
where students, professors and staff work together toward a common
goal.

Our philosophy is basedon responsibility, tolerance and ambition . This
is reinforced by encouraging the skills of listening and discussion.

Arrive at Ardevaz College as a simple                       
student and graduate as a member of a 

privileged community.

Welcome to the Ardevaz 
College

Philippe Moulin
Director and Founder of 

the Ardevaz College

For more than 30 years, I 
have worked to build a 
positive environment
which allows our students
to fullfill their potential .

I take great satisfaction 
when I encounter a 
prominent alumnus and 
community leader who
expresses his or her
appreciation for their years
at Ardevaz .



At the Ardevaz College, we provide a traditional Swiss educational program with a clear objective : to
succeedat the national examsfor the SwissMaturité or the French Baccalaureatediplomas .

To assumethat our students receive the bestpreparation possible for theseexams,we tailor our classesto
respond to our studentsõindividual and collective needs.

The academic year, beginning in August, is based upon an efficient program composed of 32 class
periods per week, divided up into the various required studies relative to the studentõseducational level.

With only 200students, the Schoolpreservesa concentratedstudy environment .

PascualAdrien, Crans                               At present I am in grade 11. I especially like the small class size in           
SwissMaturit® õ11                                      the school and the family atmosphere that makes me feel confident

in my studies. After class I like to ski, golf and ride my mountain
adrien.pascual@ardevaz.com                   bike.

What do we mean by tailored 
teaching?

Small classes facilitate:

ÅImmediate individual coaching 
ÅInteractive classes 
ÅOngoing communication between 
professor and students
ÅOngoing assessment and 
adaptation of our teaching methods 
ÅRapid progress 

School year begins in August
Year-round admissions and 

integration possible

2 semesters of 21 weeks
32 hours of class time 
per week

Less than 20 studentsper class
Emphasis on Individual attention

Weekly testing
On line gradeand 
attendance monitoringExtra language courses and 

private lessons available               



A Full Emersion in the Swiss System
Ardevaz College believes in providing a high quality Swiss education to all the members of its
diverses student body, whatever their origins or objectives..

To help with the adjustment, special attention is proffered to our non-French speaking foreign
students in the form of an adapted schedule offering a mixture of core academic subjects and
additional language lessons. This quickly brings them up to speedwith their peers.

Our aim is to give thesesstudents the opportunity for full emersion in the Swiss system, which in
turn allows them the chance to make friends and enjoy the complete experience of daily life in a
different country . Students are also actively encouraged to join local art, dance, music and sport
associations.

Higher Education

Universities in Switzerland , around
the world

Grade 12

Baccalaureate
Swiss

Maturité

Grade 11

Baccalaureate
Swiss

Maturité

Grade 10

High school level

Bilingual French - English

Grade 9

High school level

Bilingual French ðEnglish

Grade 8

Secondary1

Bilingual French - English

Grade 7

Secondary1

Bilingual French - English

Grade 7 & 8 (indevelopment)

Will provide French speaking 
students with the choice of 70% 
of classes in English.

Will provide foreign students 
with the opportunity to attend 
a 100% accredited Swiss 
educational program available 
in 2 languages.

Grade 9 & 10

40% of the courses are offered 
in English and additional French 
is provided to non-French 
speakers.

Grade 11 & 12

Specific diploma programs:

Baccalaureate  or
Swiss Maturité



We endeavor to provide the most
advantageous course program so that our
students may continue onto the finest
uiversities and technical schools around the
world .

Our academic curriculum offers 3 different
programs:

The Swiss Maturité :

This prestigious Swiss diploma is awarded to
students following successful completion of
high school curriculum and national exam.
Upon itsõreceipt, students have accessto all the
universities in Switzerland and other countries.
The Swiss Maturité is a general knowledge
diploma encompassing 13 required subjects,
making it one of the most difficult in the world .
With this diploma, no further entrance exams
are required for entry into Swiss institutions of
higher learning ..

The Baccalaureate:

Many consider the baccalaureate as the most
recognized diploma world wide . It is different
from the Swiss Maturité as it focuses
predominantly on a specialization.
The course program therefore emphasizes a
concentration on the chosen specialization and
a selectionof elective classes.
With a 98% success rate, Ardevaz students
have one of the higher successrates amongst
Swissprivate schools.

Language Diploma :

The Swiss Language School is a tailor -made
language program designed to assisteither:

1) Foreign students who wish to continue
their studies in Switzerland and therefore
need to perfect their French.

2) Non-French speaking Swiss students who
require additional lessons to achieve a
higher level in French for future university
studies.
A long term visa for Switzerland is granted
to students acceptedinto this program .



A Townhouse in the Capital of the Valais

I choseto go to the Ardevaz College becausethe public systemdidnõtwork
for me. The classeswere too large and I didnõtreceive the encouragement
I needed to excel in class. I wanted to have the chanceto continue my studies..
My cousin was going to Ardevaz and suggestedthat I check it out. Now I am
preparing to passthe Baccalaureateexam next year and am confident of
my success!

Sophie Lequierec, 
Verbier 

Baccalaureateõ11 

sophie.lequierec@ardevaz.com 

Positioned in the heart of the city of Sion, capital of the Valais canton, the school is situated in a
charming, converted townhouse. Surrounded by the majestic mountain range and with the Chateau de
Sion overlooking the school, students find a pleasantand centrally located campus.

Comfortable, freshly maintained classrooms occupy the storied building . A gated outdoor garden and
terrace offer a wonderful spaceto sit and chat with friends during their daily breaks. As the school is
positioned in the student quarter of town, other schools share the same street and provide a safe and
youthful atmosphere around the campus. Students arriving by train, walk only a short distance through
town to school.

The lunch room is equipped with a microwave for students who wish to bring their own meals. Many
students, however, choose to lunch together during their hour long break. They often go to one of the
many inexpensive eateriesin town, such the Manor café,etc. for a balancedmeal.



There is a special relationship between Ardevaz professors and students. With our small
student population, professor follow the progress of the students throughout their whole
experience. Theachersand students build strong bonds of respect and understanding . This 
is one of the exceptional aspects of the Ardevaz life. Students feel part of a team; this is
their school, their future. Teachersand students work together to achieve their goal.

Alexandre Moulin , Economics professor

With about 160students and 35staff teachersper year, the teacher/student ratio is 1 teacher to 5 students.
Teachershave an average of 15 years experience teaching at Ardevaz College and have worked together
towards making it a unique educational experience.

To keep our coursesmotivating and challenging, our enthusiastic professors teach in their mother tongue
and, unlike the public school system, a different teacheris appointed to eachsubject.

Teacherstake their studentsõprogress very seriously. Their professionalism allows them to quickly detect
any weakness or difficulty a student may have. With the daily internet grade tracking, students and
parents can visualize the progress with regard to any given subject. Professors are always available for
assistanceand counseling.

Communication between teachers,students and parents are an integral and important part of Ardevaz .
To promote the participation of parents, numerous parent meetings are scheduled throughout the year, as
well asenjoyable social events.

Facts
ÅProfessorshave an averageof 15 years of 
working exprience at the Ardevaz College.
ÅAll  professors hold an university degree
and are  specialized in their field .




